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Penelope^s sake and for your own, since your unhappiness has
touched my heart. But hear me out: there's something else I
want to say. We have had plenty ofwaywom travellers here
before, but not one that I have seen has reminded me so strongly
of anyone as your looks and your voice and your very feet re"
mind me of Odysseus.9
*My good dame/ said Odysseus, on his guard, 'that is what
everyone thinks who has set eyes on us both. They say we are
remarkably alike, as you yourself have so shrewdly observed/
The old woman fetched a clean basin which was used as a
foot-bath, poured plenty of cold water in and added warm.
Odysseus was sitting at the hearth, but now he swung abruptly
round to face the dark, for it had struck him suddenly that in
handling him she might notice a certain scar he had, and his
secret would be out. Indeed, when Eurycleia came up to her
master and began to wash him, she recognized the scar at once.
Years before, Odysseus had received a wound from the white
tusk of a boar when on a visit to Autolycus and his sons. This
nobleman, his mother's father, was the most accomplished thief
and liar of his day. He owed his pre-eminence to the god Hermes
himself, whose favour he sought by sacrificing lambs and kids in
his honour, and in whom he secured a willing confederate. He
went over once to the rich island oflthaca, where he found that
his daughter hadjust given birth to a son. Eurycleia put the baby
on its grandfather's knees as he finished supper, and said: 'Auto-
lycus, perhaps you can think of a name to give your daughter^
son, whom we have so long been praying for.'
By way of answer, Autolycus turned to his son-in-law and
daughter and said: * Yes, let me be his godfather. In the course of
my lifetime I have made enemies of many a man and woman up
and down the wide world. So let this child be called Odysseus,
€< the victim of enmity ". And when he has grown up and conies
to his mother's old home at Parnassus, where I keep my wordly
goods, I will give him a share of them and send him back a happy
man.
This led in due course to a visit from Odysseus, who went

